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the factory executive, and spoke rapidly and to the point
in a deep bass voice. He was much the same type as
Semyonov at the optical instruments factory whom we had
seen on the previous day. There were many points in
common between the stories the two men told ; especially
their experiences during the famine were very similar; but
the Kirov works held an altogether exceptional place in the
history of wartime Leningrad, and what Comrade Puzyrev
said to me is, in a way, a historical document, because it
was the first detailed interview ever given to any corre-
spondent by the head of the Kirov works. It was not easy
to gain access to the Kirov works, and the Leningrad
authorities certainly made a very great concession in granting
my request to see these works and to meet Mr. Puzyrev.

Puzyrev, like nearly every Russian, had an extremely
good narrative gift and sense of human drama, and my
condensed account of what he said does not fully render the
real qualities of his conversation, which went on for over an
hour.

"Well," he said, "you are certainly finding us working in
unusual conditions. What we have here now isn't really
what is normally meant by the Kirov plant. The Putilov
works have existed for 150 years, but now the greater part
of the plant has been moved to the east. Before the war
we had over 30,000 workers; now we have only a fraction
of these." He gave me the exact figure, but I am not at
liberty to quote it. "And sixty-nine per cent of the labour
is now female. Hardly any women worked here before the
war. Before the wrar we made turbines, tanks, guns ; we
made tractors, we supplied the greater part of the equipment
for building the Moscow-Volga Canal. We built quantities
of machinery for the navy. Already in the last war we
made masses of guns and other military equipment. But
the plant has since then been at least doubled, and before
this war started we began to make tanks in a very big way
and diesel engines for both tanks and planes. Practically all
this production of equipment proper has been moved to the